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Chapter 1
Introduction: Social Rights as a Legal
Framework for International Development
Strategies

Abstract Poverty is not only an economic and sociopolitical problem of individual
States and societies, but also a global challenge with which the whole community of
States is confronted. This book focuses particularly on the role which international
human rights law has to take in coping with this challenge. The governments of
developing and newly industrializing countries have to do everything in their power
to enable their population to conduct a life in accordance with respect for basic
social human rights. But also the governments of the developed countries are
legally obliged to respect these rights in the design of their political programs
(economic policy, foreign affairs, development aid).

Keywords Global poverty reduction � Social rights � Legal obligations of
developing and developed countries � Links between development policy and
human rights

When “severe violations of human rights” are bemoaned by the media in a given
country, they mostly refer to the abuse of political and civil rights: demonstrations
are restricted; journalists are barred from doing their job; and political dissidents are
imprisoned without a fair trial, or even threatened with torture or the death penalty.
A multitude of other, similar serious infringements of liberty are dominant in the
news coverage on human rights. Less prominent, however, is the fact that the
protection of another group of human rights, namely social rights, is restricted to an
even larger extent in most countries of the world on a daily basis. Although con-
siderable progress has been made in global poverty reduction, data published
annually by the United Nations on the implementation status of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) are still cause for alarm: About one in five persons in
developing countries (mostly in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia) lives below
the poverty line, i.e. these people must survive on less than 1,25 USD a day.1

Generally, this means that these people suffer from hunger and malnutrition, have
little or no access to primary health care services, in most cases inappropriate
accommodation and, in addition, insufficient or non-existent social protection.

1 United Nations 2014, p. 7.
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